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To regard the institution of caste as an expression of
toleration might at first sight seem paradoxical. The
paradox disappears when we remember that India has
been the arena where races appeared as conquerors and
were in turn conquered by a succeeding invader. In such a
context of heterogeneity of blood, colour and language,
of diverse customs and beliefs, the achievement of a single
social and political entity seemed almost impossible. The
European colonisers in the 18th and 19th centuries were
faced with similar problems in America, Australia and
Africa. The contrast between the European and the indige-
nous population was great, but it was no greater than that
which faced the Aryan invaders of India. In fact the pro-
blem of adjustment was more complex in India. The Euro-
peans faced local tribes as a fairly homogeneous group.
These tribes also represented a more or less homogeneous
stage of development. In India, the tribes and races which
faced one another were not only many, but they represented
the widest possible variety in the level of civilisation and
culture. The European colonisers had to resolve the clash
of duality. The Aryan settlers were confronted with the
resolution of multiplicity into a working unity.

The Europeans solved the problem of racial diversity by
almost exterminating the native populations in America
and Australia or enslaving them in Africa. The Aryan
settlers found the answer in the institution of caste. Judged
by the standard of abstract justice, there is no defence
for a system which condemns to perpetual inferiority
millions of human beings for no crime other than the accident
of their birth. From the standpoint of actual history,
there are however points in favour of a system which at
any rate permitted the weaker sections to survive* It
may thus be said in partial defence of caste that it sought
to integrate many different races into one social whole
and find room for different stages of civilisation within,
one cultural unity*